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(wid I | A 
TM 
Because WEG _ 
it’s surmmer 
vacation/ We 
haven't met 
in a while/ 
Sorry 
(i'm bad 
lg text- You take 
ve 


iia 
replying to 
my texts 


What are 

you doing, 
where are 
you going 








From my 

7) 3rd year 

of middle 
school 














You were BS a7 ig —S 
lost, weren’t LE 
O = You're 


you! 
Totally going in toe 
; opposite 
Ses drection 











‘TW NOTE ON JAPANESE SCHOOL STRUCTURE: JAPAN HAS A VERY DIFFERENT SCHOOL 
‘STRUCTURE THAN THE US CNOT SURE ABOUT OTHER COUNTRIES). IN THE US TEACHERS 






The 
model/? 











CLOSED To 
PUBLIC FoR 
BRD YEAR 

4TH SECTION 
REUNION 


happy? 









































It’s been = 
a while/ ly 





Guessed 
so, you 
take forever 


replying 


we're just 
waiting 





Hewasthe | @ [I He didn’t 


leader of RSVP but 
the class : 


exactly 
cool but, 





best prep 
school 


Genins! 


unpopular 
as always 
thoughP 


Really 
the leader k 


you have a 
girlfriend 
Machida- 


bright and 
kind to 
everyone 


What if 
he has a 
girlfriend 
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i) p 





























| Forgot 
\) AQ{ about it 



































CHATTER 












completely 
different 





A friend that 
goes to the 
same school 
as Ao-kun 





She said 
that he 
He’s been - stopped 
cooped - coming 
up in his : 





return the 
eraser? 
MACHTDA'S 





You we (yf * 
haven't : 7 still using 
changed that back- 
) pack? 









































I guess 




















everyone’s 
changed a After 
a year 
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Me 


| didn’t Vor i 
i Machida-kun 
change? ore * | hasn't change 
at all/ 












Z Ive never 
Lf 4 / nes that 
if story \ 


\ all ia, 



























































One 
option 
for High 
school 


Ym 
worried 
about 
Machida- 


How bad 
are his 
grades... 








until the 
entrance 








Our 
class really 


united 

















| never 









thought 

‘ vm 

\'d get into 

such a good : eat 
school... O every 


to help 
Machida 





== 
A 


~~ 
o 
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Lie} 
Bet 
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BVA 
fo) 
& 


0) 
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> 
@ 


Ro was 
integral 











we change 
him backP 


Despite 
becoming | 
ashut-in | 





Change 
him 


a3) Alo 








Back? 




















We want 
to bring 
back the 
real you/ 





the real 





\\ N ii) 
ES y 


























\ A = j « \\ 
e Cy / 
Y, Ma 
== | Studying, \- 
caring S | nee 
f F Font for 


you guys 


















































| was just 
forcing 


Send 
me an 
invitation 
again 








































































































Wanna know 
why | helped 
you study? 



























































forgive you 
if you keep 


Making 
fun of my | 
friend 





are you 
always 





Faking 
who | am 


Loved by 
everyone! 








ve 



























































f always 
=] been 
| told to 
S| become 
| useful 
Otherwise EB 
you aren’t 
worth any- 
thing 






















































































I'm still 
an idiot 


That’s 
useless 
and has 
no worth 














But | 
couldn’t 
change the 
real me 





Little 
brother 
was born 


When | saw 
him for the 
Ithought first time 


To just be 
born into 
this world 





more than 
enough 





Worthless 
people 
“\ don’t exist 


It’s little 
by little 





That’s still 8 IF Ao-kun 
growth, ty SEY stopped 


isn’t it IW faking 




















































































































| wonder if 
he came to 
see you 
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I've 
become 
a second 
year 
student 

















Good 
9 morning, fe 
=) Machida- 


\r, 



























































































































































morning to 
you, too. 
Inohara- 





It broke, 
actually. 


The one 
you used to 
have was 
also nice, 
though. 


| Ne 
ushin 
them info 
my bag 
rather 
forcibly, 
and 


% me | One strap 
\ 


completely 
toe off. 




















Ladies and 

gentlemen, 

> look at this 
This is the , tepviecal tS 
chef's signature y || MaRS 
dish - an Apple 

Pie —-! 























i: 


b 
“THE MOM IS ADDRESSING MACHIDA 


YOU LIKE 
CHOCOLATE 
CAKE THE MOST, 
RIGHT? 










It's crispy 
on the 
outside 

and juicy 
on the 

inside 


ACTUALLY, 


LIKE TO FULFILL SAN WOUE 
ONI-CHAN’S WISH. REALLY 
IT’S ALL RIGHT 
ONCE IN AWHILE, 
ISNT IT ---- ? 











AH, 
WHEN T WAS 
WATCHING 
THAT TV 


\T SIMPLY PROGRAM 


MADE ME FEEL 
LIKE EATING, 
SOME. THAT’S, 
AL 


Apples 
are heavy 
to carry. 
So | told 
my mom | 
would get 
them on 
the way 

home. 


backpack’s 
strap 
brokeP 





ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


I see. But, 
- after that, 

Since ouhad § 

eee ange Sie 

! | guess. 

in tha bag ace 
were scat- 

tered all 

over, rightP 





ia 


WHAT A 
( & 1 





60097 BOY” 
You’RE YOU GOTLOTS 
HELPING OF APPLES 
YOUR MOM? 














60SH! 
YOU'RE SO 
Precious! / WELL 
THIS 1S NOT 
SO MUCH AS 
HOW OLD “HELPING \ 
ARE YOU? MY MOM,” | 
THOUGH .. \ 
























OH? A ae 
DOES IT NECKLACE. a 
BELONG ae 
To you? 


LOOKING FOR 
THIS NECK- 


BECAUSE, 
LOOK AT HER, 
SHE’S WEAR- 
“Tal ING EXPENSIVE 
THINGS ALL 


COULD SHE 
HAVE SUCH 





SHOULDN'T 
JUDGE A 
BOOK BY 

\TS COVER . 


IM 
SOING TO 
ASK HER. 


EVERYTHING or 
HAS ITS OWN ECAR 
you? 
NATURE AND 
VALUE 











RECEIVED IT 
AS APRESENT 
FROM HER 
CHILD 













RENTLY, THAT 
PARTICULAR 
NECKLACE 


THIS IS YOUR 
BACKPACK, 
RIGHT? 







THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH 
FOR YOUR 
HELP. 


me a lot. 


Hey, 
Machida- OH? 


17 YEARS 
OLD? 





I] So that old \ 
one finally |] 
reached He Y ‘ + 












You've 
been using 
it since 


Inohara- 
san. 
Good 


Perhaps, 
you want to 
ask me why 

| Know so 
much about 

his old 
backpack, 


Machida-kun 


and | went to 
his middle 
school class 
reunion to- 
gether. 





| didn’t 
start 
using 
it in 
middle 
school 













YOUR 


sreyau — HOOL 


REALLY HAPPY 
USING IT? 















































SERIOUSLY? rg 
your: wssucn, «LA 
ENTERING —-RATTY OLD Alem ; 
MIDDLE SCHOOL BAG 
NOW. 60, LET'S L 
GET ANEW ONE, 





Psratty, 
reallyratty 


ote. . ( RATTY OLD 
an i ( BAS? I 
DON’T THINK 
50. 


11’S REALLY 
ARATIY OLD 
BAS. HEY, 
vow oy were [~, 
vou wien vou 27 
sovent tas [7 





LWILL USE 
THIS BACK- 
PACK JUST 
LIKE YOU DID 
IN THE PAST, 
DAP. 


TO SCHOOL 
WITH THIS 


BUT IHAVEA 
SUGGESTION J 





I BOUGHT THIS 
BACKPACK 


YOUR 17TH 


BIRTHDAY, 
TUL BUYA = HAVIME, 
NEW BACK- 
PACK FOR 
YOU. HOW’S 
THAT? 











N That's... a 
7\| alovely 3 
7.\\ story 

Definitely f 













































































broke. So, Vy; 
you went 
shopping 
withhim =~ 
and got 
this new 
one? 





This had 
already 
been 
delivered, 
sent by 
my Dad 











Mom, by 
the way, 

















HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
ONII-CHANNNN 











Inohara- 
sanP 








To you, 
Machida- 


of a special 
day, is 
itp 








| really 
wanted 
you to tell 
me about 
it. 











Sakae-san, 


if you found 
out about my 
Ne aye birthday late, 
lon’t fee! would you feel 
lonely tooP 





think that 
way, but... 


I could 
ive you 
ibble 
birthday 
party. That 
would make /f) 
me happy 


for sure 





in love 
with you, 
Machida-kun 


that’s the 
case, it’s a 
different 
story 

















In any 
case, those 
two have 
feelings for 
you and wish 

































































this feeling 
closely 

related to 

loneliness? 


Ido 
understand 
that they 
have strong 
feelings for 
me and want 
to celebrate 
my birthday 

















































































































Let’s 
say Dad 
hadn’t told 
ou when 
is birth- 
and you day was 

4 misseda 
chance to do 
something for 
him as a result. 
How would 
you feel? 

















When 
dad and 





| would 
definitely 
be shocked 
First of all 


wonder why 
he didn’t 


think of 
sharing such 
a special day 
with me. It 
would be 
shocking 























you feel 
that way 


because 


you feel 
lonelyP 














Each of 
us has our 
own world 








IF | could 
move mine 
closer to 

his a lot 
more 


then our two 
worlds could 






be one. That’s 
what | truly 
wish for 





strange, 
isn’t itP 


You've 
gota 


irfriend 
OP : Indeed, 


it’s such 
a strange 
Feeling, all 








Machida- 
kun 









































85 





















3 Inohara- 
° 
san 





| baked 


a cake. 

































































birthday fi i 
gift to } } 
you ‘ a 





but could 
you still 

have some, 
pleaseP 





days late 








the flowers  , ON my 


my mom pie 
decorated ISte 
the table 


with 





It may 
be a small 
\ thing, but 


it would 
be great if | 
could share 
something 

with you 


Possibly, 

you have 

one for |) 
Himuro-kun gic? 

as wellP 








Even if 
it’s just 


wishes 
to get 
closer 


birthday 
present/ 








Later, | 
respectfully 
returned 
it to him 





present 
from 
Himuro- 
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everybody's 
actually 
going to 
see her 
place? 





So recently, 
an elderly lady 
moved into 
that house 
just over 


Apparently, 
she's dressed 
all in black 
and acts 
So they grumpy 
say she's 
like a 
witch 



































'm going 
to a witch’s 


He is my 

younger 

brother's 
friend 


i 
It's tke the That's 

latest trend Tight 
among my : 
Classmates 








stupid, 
doesn’t 
> ss it? 

Another thing. But, Mitsuo 


Apparently, in a Here asked me to 


secret room in 1am, gonna —_go with him 
that house, she’s complete 

making magic the mission eS, 

potions there with him 













| actually 
don’t believe 
she’s making 
she must be any magic 
involved in potions 
dangerous 
drugs 



















She's And 
Probably in that 
growing secret 

dangerous room, 

plants 
there, 










Oh, 
Kiritani- 
kun, you're 
really... 


| bumped 
into him 
just over 

there my big 
brother? 





a 
if 


eee 
Lo a 




































































“ag? 
ze 
mies N 
= | The Oh, | 
3 \ | witch... : That's \ 
7 Ss ler nouse, 
We 6 isn’t itp i 


























Just now, the 
[| one who went 
inside with 

| her was your 
' little brother, 
wasn’t it? 




























































































































































































ee 


@) 
( es (ih 



























































The 
same thing 
happened 

with Senoo- 

san before 

too. Keigo's 
a little... 


he’s a cute 

kid, so it 
doesn’t 
matter 


women and 
children 


Oh, you 
like chil- 
dren? 


some reason, 

Keigo seems 
to appeal 
to elder 





I just 
don’t feel 
like doing 
anything. 


That’s all 


And don’t 


report this 
matter to 
anybody, 
either 



































It's 


— | rather... 


This room 
is messy, 
isn’t itp 












































































































































| moved 
Since 4 & into this 
years ago, ee area for 
I just can’t : a change. 
be bothered But it’s 
to do any- still the 
thing | same 




















































































| was 
abandoned happened 
by a man. to youP 





Four years 
ago 





even an old 
hen like me 
could fall in 


love with 
somebody, 
you know 


Perhaps, 
it’s hard 
for you to 
understand 
because 
you're still 








This 


house is 
a bit too 
dark 





Let’s 
improve get more 
airflow, sunshine 
shall we? and 


















































wHave YOU 
decided 
to care 

for such 
an old 

woman? 





any man 


leave her 
aloneP 














| shouldn’t 
judge you 
by your ap- 
pearance, 
huh... 
































Yn | 
ALS 1 | 
II] ob, that (| 
{ room/ 
a|\ 


Lo Don’t 
= enter that 


is the room : 


_ | where | make 
| my magic 
potions 


room, 
please 








) 
K 




















pia 
i of F 
\ Could you someniers 
tell me what i again 
you think of today? 
when you hear These : 
the words, days, 
magic potion? \ \ you've 
y been leav- 


ing school 
straight- 
away~. 













































































ZY || 


















Let’s see... 
An invisibili- 
ty potion? 


Narcotic 
drugs, 
perhaps? 




































































She must 
be involved in 
dangerous 

drugs 























Ahh . I’ve 


f had many 
4 experiences 
with romance 

in my life 

thus far 













My very 
== First lover 
Was much 
older than 
me 
















ia ( 












































Romance 
enriches my 
life. In short, 
without it, | 

cannot live 
on 


\\ 





I just 
would like You don’t 
to do know me at 
\ all. And yet, 
how can you 


be so nice 
what- 


ever | 
can do. 


to rely on. 
Without them, 

they cannot 
stand on their 
own two feet. 

That's why 


Whatever 
I can do, I'd 
like to do 
That's for them 
what | J.” 
» think 





But you 
could be 
vulnerable 





instance, 
what if | 

were a bad 
Person, 


what would 





Hence, 
wouldn’t you 
think, ‘Oh, 
she may be 
involved in 
something 
dangerous 
here’? 


A weird old 
woman moved 
into this neigh- 
bourhood alone 
even though she 
has no relations 
or connections 
here 


And this 
stranger is 
living her 
life with a 
lack of 
order and 
tidiness 


Don’t 
you think 
there’s 
something 
fishy about 
meP 





Even 
though 
they may 
commit 
something 
they seriously 
must F bad, 
and, even 
ba though their 
act might be 
reason absolutely 
wrong) 





or, should 
I say, the 
excuses 
behind their 
actions, | 
certainly want 
to hear these 
things from 
them 


In that 
case, this 
particular 


reason 





So | told 
him, “Yes, 
lam. And, 
'm secretly 
making 


magic 
potions” 


One day, 
Iwas aske 
by a kid, 
“Hey, 
you're a 
witch, 
aren’t 
youl” 


Of course. 
Many local 
primary school 
students have 
been hanging 
around my 
place, recently 























Honestly, 
} you like 
) fs children, 
Wy ea f-.\ don’t youP 
- : Because 
= lam not 
meant 
to have 
SINS them 





| fh AYR 
\ WANA 
N 


| wasn’t 


So children RNG ak interested in 
aren’t in my aN making my 
destiny xX ) \\ own family 





To me, the 
Feeling of 
‘falling in love 
with some- 
one” is my 
energy 





hk is 
y, 


IF [had my 
own family, | 
wouldn’t have 

romance 





In order 
to activate } 

















What if | 
were a bad 
person, what 
would you 
do? 


she actually 
use it or 


she just 
teasing 





But, you 
could be 
vulnerable. 


vulnera- 
ble after 
all? 


Onii-chan 


tonight’s 
dinner? 


ly 
mind was 
elsewhere, 
sorry 


anything 
yet 





Because 
| put a lot 
“te certain 
ing in my 
food. 


Never- 
theless | 


taste lovely. 
Really 





happening 
now? 





Do you Harn- 


like itP |} burger a, 
\eN 


{| like eating 
anything, 
though. 
let me can only 
serve you 4. cook hamn- 


horne- ee), burgers 
made 4 

B 

A 


RENNIN Sood. | 
>) 5 


cooking 








cannot 
give you any 
feelings of 
“falling in 
love” at all 


| can 
give you 
something 
‘with all 


my love.” 


Because, | do 
know how | 
feel when | am 
given “some- 
thing filled 
with love.” 





al 





You 
seem to 
clear up 

poisonous 
air, huh 


it ruins 
the nature 
of ‘a 
Wicked 
witch.” 





‘TW: IF WE FACE SOMEONE IN SINCERITY, THEY 
[MAY BE ABLE TO SEE THEMSELVES DIFFERENTLY, 









For various 
reasons, 
thank you. 
| Feel much 
\\ better now 


That's 






WA > 
> 


2 
KY » 
S/N 
S 

N 







































































Well, 
see you ) 
fees 
| 
===: = N 

































































I have 
emotions 














| may have 
to feel 

pain again 
because 












all | have 
to do is 
face it 
again. Yes, 
that’s it... 









hurry and |- 
get ready 
too 





Let's 


move onto } 
the next =A 


piece of 
news 





























world-famous 
artist of 
presented her Western 
new work for paintings 


the first time 
in four years 
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transferring to 
another school, 
apparently. 


































































Nobody 
is over 


This is 
the first 
time we've 

talked 












talk. Just 


ou all 
take it 7 


rightP 


Suda-kun is 
transferring 
schools~/ 


in love 
with him~ 


V'mso in 
love with 
him/ 





{ | know. 
Surely, 
Suda- 


does not 

even Know 
of my 

existence 


a 
‘Dol-ota” 


“SHORT FOR IDOL OTAKU 


Frankly, | 
don’t know 
what to do. 


It’s com- 
pletely a 
one-sided 
love, though 


Machida- 
kun, actu- 
ally, lam 





Idol 
fangirl 


Once, 
| was in love 
with only 
idols 


Is love 
for an idol 
different 
from love 

fora 


non-idolP 


and at- 
tending giving 
his ac- presents, 
tivities 





So | only 
know the 
fantasy of 
being in love 
with an idol 


But what 
do | do when 
| Fall in love 
with some- 
one in the 
real worldP 








gifts in his 
his locker 


know how to 

anonymously 
express a 

fangirl’s love 


Naturally, 
it doesn’t 
get any- 
where 


| wished 
he knew 
| existed, 
though 


of these 





‘wished”P 


+ Ibis never \ 
Nagasaki too late to 
Miki-san Z let him know 


that you’re 





That is 
your name, 


isn’t it? 






































Could you 
help with 
make-up? 










I see 


Hachida-kun ha 
sipped nko a are You want 
to gain 
The Trance? confidence 
feeling before you 
x see your 
of ‘t\) = crush 



























usually 
wear this 






some basic ti 
things with bon 
me A 






Is that 
founda- 
tionP 














Vl bring 
more to- 





Inohara-san 
really seems 
to be good 


He would 
definitely 
hate that 





)S| Machida- 




















kun 
- 
Mf he 
NS (les 
) N) LYN 
7 SK Of course, 
He My, i) \ at any rate, | 
Risagi / i would like to 
ate that, know more 
why would V Whyis about him 
heP thatP [71 though... 
























































He will 
realize that 
somebody 
sincerely 
loves him 











| believe 
he will Feel 








Is that 


\| right 
indeedP 








Chea 
stuff, 
though 
































eo 
5) 
B ar} 
Girls think aa O 
} carefully [E= 


about many 
things 











They're ae 
doing They don’t 
feel like 
they're 
going 
through 
anything 


learned 
some- 
thing 


Because 

‘ they're 

There’s - : having fun, 

someone, SK they look 
rightP iis) TY lovely 

Someone : | 

you like 


Inohara-san, 
the person 
you like, 
what is 
he likeP 





Firstly, 


He’s the 
one who 
changed 
my world 
completely 


He’s oy 
a wonder- some 
thing like 

ful person/ tng ik 
any case 


Some- 


| see you 
like him a 
lot 


Ohh 





























































You dropped 
this hand- 
kerchief 








































































You're a 
Dol-ota? 








This 
handker- 
chief means 
a lot to you! 
doesnt it? 











That’s all 
though 


me- 


fing | 

MY I felt that cherSsh 
he under- 
stood me 


at that 
moment 





This 
happened 
one year 

ago or so, 
anyway 


Basically, 
nothing 
happened 
at all 


It would be 
nice to chat 
with him 


In that 
case, 


Suda-kun 
was aware of 


your existence, 
Nagasaki-san? 


Since 
then, I’ve 
hever been 


chances to 
be with 
him 





















she really 
wishes for 
is a chat 
with him? 


| feel that 
she does 
want to 
confess 
to him? 













: IF so, | thi 
Susie, | yaes'\ | atthe || there's 
do understand | || ®%t.|°| more || somethin 
lo un lerstan {| Qoaaate 7 [e) 
why it’s hard Yat else she 
for her to do really 
that... i~ wishes 
iam to do 
Q® \ 
























































For example, 


maybe she’s 
Or he'll worried that her 
ee confession would 
draw creep him out 
away... since she’s a 


stranger to him 





She wants 
| to send him 
That may be off with the 
something best image 
else she’s of herself 
thinking 





But | 
She see your Y¥ 
must want point 
to confess 
to him, a 





surely? 


















































Because 


BI 


A 
stronger and |g 
eventually | 
overflows 


It’s hard 
to keep it 
contained in 
the heart 













Vil strike 
upacon- Suda-kun 
versation doesn’t 
with him have club 











near the this after- The day 
school noon has finally 
entrance come 


aS I'm going 


ea \ i to talk 
a \ about how | 
P \ || sometimes 


see him at 
3 his club 


Y, 


Does that 
sound 


creepy?! 


Since then, 
| have been 
his fan/ 
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wish to 
express 
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Maybe she's 
worried that her 
confession would 

creep him out 

since she's a 
stranger to him 

























































































| wonder 
if Suda-kun 
really doesn’t 
remember 
anything 
about 
Nagasaki- 
san? 

















This is 
hates Suda-kun’s) 
> deskP 


That guy 
has an 
incredible 


N WB) Ay | 
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From is a spare 
sided umbrella... 
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person/ 
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|had a 


You = (=~! feeling | 
look a bit ~) = saw you 
different before 

today ff \ \- 
































































































































































































































You guys 
should 


For now, 
we can just 
be good 
Friends! 




















